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And relax: Sotogrande in Andalusia has been a jet-set favourite since the 1960s. Its new phase, La Reserva, will be its most 
glamorous yet. 

Being an ultra-high-net-worth individual isn’t easy. As if keeping on top of maintaining your 
sprawling UK base — on the Wentworth estate, in Surrey, say, or the Crown estate, in nearby 
Oxshott — wasn’t enough, when it comes to choosing a holiday home (or three), there’s a lot 
more to consider than who designed the championship golf course and whether you can get 
your favourite ruby and diamond peel at the in-house spa. 

Today, fears of crime, terrorism and even child trafficking are key factors in the super-rich’s 
choices of part-time palaces, increasingly driving them underground — or at least to luxurious 
homes that are tucked away from general view. Hence the rise of the gated, ultra-secretive and 
heavily patrolled residential community. 

“The three most important criteria that high-net-worth and ultra-high-net-worth buyers have 
today are security, privacy and service,” says Robert Green, managing director of Sphere 



Estates, an international agency. “For many, these are more important factors than price, as 
they expect strict controls on who can enter and exit the development. It’s certainly becoming 
harder for developers, as they strive to offer unique and authentic experiences combined with 
top facilities and gadgetry.” 

So where do you look if you don’t want to flaunt your wealth, but still expect out-of-this-world 
luxury? For traditionalists, several of the old-school golfing and tennis estates in Spain and 
Portugal have got what it takes — they have recently been given big-budget makeovers, with 
starchitects called in to design superhomes on the sites of now outdated villas. 

Beyond Europe, America, inevitably, has the biggest and the blingiest. Known as “billionaires’ 
bunker”, Indian Creek, in Miami, is a tiny island with only 35 homes, mainly occupied by 
tycoons, supermodels and mystery Russians. Residents have included Elle Macpherson, Jay Z 
and Beyoncé. They’re guarded by a private police force in boats and on wetbikes. 

As head of Savills estate agency’s private office, David Forbes advises wealthy buyers where to 
invest overseas. He warns clients about the exorbitant maintenance fees that often go with 
owning a home in these communities, but tips Trisara, an exclusive resort in a tropical setting on 
Phuket, in Thailand (where you could easily spend more than $10m on a six-bedroom villa), and 
the classically inspired Amanzoe, in Porto Heli, Greece. There’s also the Albany, a sporting 
haven on 600 waterside acres in the Bahamas, where parts of Casino Royale were filmed. 

With new enclaves springing up on a weekly basis, there’s a hedonistic hidey-hole for the super-
rich of every stripe, from golf-mad internet entrepreneurs and polo-playing oil barons to surfie 
supermodels. Here’s our pick of the safest bets. 



 

La Reserva de Sotogrande, Andalusia 

The sell The playground of the Spanish aristocracy, 5,000-acre “Soto”, on the Costa del Sol, 
offers a heady mix of stylish beach clubs, princes and polo. Built in the 1960s on what was then 
farmland and fishing villages, Spain’s original gated resort hosted Europe’s triumph in the 1997 
Ryder Cup, but saw its fortunes decline as a result of the Spanish property crash. 

Bought out by the investment firms Cerberus and Orion two years ago for a reported €225m, 
and given a full face-lift, it now hosts 7,000 households each summer, with architecture 
spanning vernacular, midcentury modern and even a Swiss-style chalet. Its selling points are 
access to miles of beaches, a 1,400-berth marina, six polo fields, endless restaurants, nature 
reserves and five golf courses, including the famous Real Club Valderrama. 

Rub shoulders with Spanish royalty, as well as British (Princes William and Harry play polo 
here), Mariah Carey, Antonio Banderas.  
Do say Oh, no one goes to Marbella any more.  
Don’t say The tennis coaches are hotter at La Manga.  
Buy in Soto’s most exclusive offering yet: La Reserva is a 1,154-acre parcel of land high in the 
estate’s hills, with views across the Strait of Gibraltar to Africa. Among the 250 family homes 
planned in the gated enclave (grouped in secure mini neighbourhoods, with prices starting at 
€2m, or £1.823m) are seven contemporary houses designed by seven of the world’s most in-
demand architects, including the London-based Philip Gumuchdjian and the Norwegian practice 
Jensen & Skodvin. Expect indoor/outdoor entertaining and family spaces, pools, wine cellars — 
and price tags of between €13m and €20m. 00 34 956 790344, 7sotogrande.com 

http://www.7sotogrande.com/


 



The Estates at Acqualina, Florida 
The sell Chanel’s creative head, Karl Lagerfeld, has been called in to design the lobbies in the 

twin 50-storey skyscrapers at this oceanfront gated community in Sunny Isles, Miami. There will 

be 265 luxurious three- to seven-bedroom pads here, set to be completed in 2020. They’ll come 

fully furnished, in a frenzy of marble and onyx, and residents will have use of a house Rolls-

Royce, a nanny service and even a dedicated dog park. 

Rub shoulders with Victoria’s Secret models, Art Basel types, financiers.  

Do say “Just checking my shares” in the Wall Street Traders’ Club room.  

Don’t say I prefer the Mansions at Acqualina, next door.  

Buy in Prices range from $3.9m (£3.2m) to $40m. 00 1 305 933 6666,estatesatacqualina.com 

 

Kohanaiki, Hawaii 

The sell The ultimate getaway for multimillionaire surfer dudes, just two miles from Kona 

airport, Kohanaiki Club is a 450-acre oceanfront estate that offers high achievers adventurous 

indulgence, all wrapped in the aloha spirit. Fairways designed by Rees Jones meander through 

ancient lava flows, and you’ll have some of the best surf breaks and diving in Hawaii on hand. 

You can catch mahi-mahi and garnish it with produce grown on the estate’s organic farm — it 

produces pineapples, guavas, figs, pomegranates and lemongrass — or chill out on the private 

members’ beach. 

http://estatesatacqualina.com/


At the end of the year, a brand-new 67,000 sq ft clubhouse will open, offering spa treatments that 

draw on native Hawaiian healing, a sushi restaurant, a brewery, a movie theatre, a four-lane 

bowling alley and a wine-tasting room with storage for about 300 members’ private collections. 

Macho types can head to the cigar and poker room, culture vultures to the collection of ancient 

Hawaiian artefacts. 

Rub shoulders with The former tennis ace Lindsay Davenport and tech investors — don’t be 

fooled by the frayed board shorts.  

Do say Nice beard, man.  

Don’t say My hale is bigger than yours.  

Buy in Homes with three to five bedrooms start at $3m, rising to more than $22m; some also 

have a one-bedroom guesthouse. 00 1 808 329 5599,kohanaiki.com 

 

Quinta do lago, Algarve 
The sell Brits have always made a beeline for Quinta: well, those who like to dress for dinner, 

anyway. The flashiest of the Algarve’s original golf developments, it has Michelin-starred 

restaurants and top-notch sporting facilities. The management is keen to stress that 80% of its 

buyers today are young families, albeit Europe’s most elite — hence the demolition of its frilly 

1970s villas and the erection of sleek white modernist superstructures. It’s all in line with a €50m 

investment programme that has taken place here over the past seven years. 

http://kohanaiki.com/landing/intro/


Rub shoulders with Steven Gerrard and Princess Caroline of Monaco.  

Do say See you at the Casa do Lago at 8pm?  

Don’t say It’s gated. The estate has its own security monitoring company, rather than forbidding 

entry points.  

Buy in Villas start at £2m, rising to £20m. You’re looking at £6m or more for a new house with 

five bedrooms, golf-course views, acres of terracing and a home cinema. 00 351 910 

014622, quintadolago.com 

 

Sandy Lane, Barbados 
The sell St Barts may be hipper, the British Virgin Islands classier and Jamaica edgier, but for 

the global elite, Barbados has enduring appeal. Hopeful buyers arrived in their droves on the 

western Platinum Coast this summer, with budgets from $250,000 to $60m. 

The heaviest hitters were taken to viewings at the highly selective Sandy Lane estate. With no 

spa, tennis court or clubhouse, its claim to fame is its range of mini palaces: steer clear if you are 

looking for barefoot luxury. Although residents are entitled to use the beach and facilities at the 

famous five-star Sandy Lane hotel, erstwhile haunt of Michael Winner, be warned that you are 

not necessarily entitled to all the resort perks — you could be asked to leave. 

Rub shoulders with Nobody, really. The owners aren’t known for socialising.  

Do say My other place is in Rublevka, Moscow.  

http://quintadolago.com/en/


Don’t say “I’m mates with Rihanna” to get past the guard — she has a place at One Sandy 

Lane.  

Buy in Built for the chairman of Macy’s, the Chummery estate has five bedrooms, a huge pool 

and lavishly designed gardens. It’s on the market for $14.5m. 020 7993 

6508, barbadossothebysrealty.com 

 

Conyers Farm, Connecticut  
The sell Secured by two access gates, the 65-home Conyers Farm is all about pastoral living — 

no plot is less than 10 acres — an hour’s drive from New York City. It has a huge lake, polo and 

24-hour security. 

Rub shoulders with Ron Howard, Rosie O’Donnell and Justin Timberlake have all called the 

estate home.  

Do say Does your tennis court turn into an ice-hockey rink? Mine does.  

Don’t say Was that Tom Cruise’s place?  

Buy in This seven-bedroom home, decorated with lashings of gold leaf, is on the market for 

$12.9m. 00 1 203 912 6720, thestevenskencelgroup.elliman.com 

http://barbadossothebysrealty.com/
http://thestevenskencelgroup.elliman.com/


 

Cap Adriano, Mallorca 
The sell This recently launched frontline gated development will have just nine villas and 10 

flats, all with direct sea access and views of Port Adriano, the exclusive marina designed by 

Philippe Starck. 

Rub shoulders with Well-heeled boaties.  

Do say The superyacht last-minute moorings service  

Don’t say I prefer Puerto Andratx. BUy in Prices range from €2.25m to €9.2m. 00 34 971 

699063, engelvoelkers.com 

https://www.engelvoelkers.com/


 

Les Parcs, St Tropez 

The sell Other Riviera retreats may have access to all sorts of five-star facilities, but this gated 

enclave (which doesn’t) pulls in the well-heeled on reputation alone. The huge homes here — 

between the old port of St Tropez and the almost mythically glamorous Pampelonne beach — 

stud the bucolic landscape on their vast plots, with forests of umbrella pines. They are often 

snapped up within the tightknit international community, who are already in the know, and 

traded for €10m-€50m. When they come onto the market, they do so at a premium. Typically, 

buyers are after sea views. 

Rub shoulders with Billionaires — Bernard Arnault, the Fayed family, Roman Abramovich.  

Do say On ne passe pas!  

Don’t say When’s the golf course coming?  

Buy in This nine-acre coastal property is a mini estate in itself — and has reached the open 

market. Yours for €25m, it comprises a five-bedroom former farmhouse, detached staff 

accommodation, a pool, a tennis court and nearly five acres of vineyards. 020 7861 

1553, knightfrank.com 

 

http://www.knightfrank.com/

